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Information for individual musicians interested in working with MID
Thank you for contacting Music In Detention and  for expressing an interest in delivering music activities inside IRCs - MID's experience confirms that the gesture of solidarity that outside groups going in to the centres represents, and the opportunity to spend some time distracted from the stresses of their situation, are really valued by detainees.

MID is a young organisation which has in recent months gone back to the drawing board to reflect on its long and short term aims in order to better define the approach it takes in moving its work forward. At present, MID staff are working to develop several areas of work, one of which is to enlarge its pool of musicians with the skills and experience to be able to deliver in Immigration Removal Centres (IRCs). However, due to our structure, we are above all, seeking to work with umbrella organisations as we are unable to employ individual musicians ourselves. 

How you can get involved:

Individual musicians:

MID does not directly employ individual musicians, it works through its specialist music delivery partners. MID feels it is important for those wishing to work in IRCs to understand the difficulties of working in a secure institution, and is very keen to bring on board people who already have experience of working in these, or similar settings such as prisons or secure hospitals. In view of the above, individuals approaching MID should refer to the section below entitled “Next steps”. We are also interested in identifying local musicians who live near IRCs because local networks can help to strengthen our work.
Mentoring for ex-detainee musicians:

MID is also seeking to develop mentoring opportunities aimed at ex-detainees wishing to deliver music as part of our programme.  If you are an ex-detainee or know an ex-detainee who might be interested in getting involved in this work, we would very much like to hear from you. 
Next steps:

If you are interested in any of the above, we would be pleased to hear from you. Please write or email us telling us:

· what you would be interested in doing 

· why you are interested

· what relevant experience you have (you can send us your CV if you have one)

Please note that if we think you might be suitable for delivering work inside IRCs we will pass you on to our music delivery partners who have their own procedures for bringing musicians onto their books and MID cannot therefore assure you that you will be hired by them. 
